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WHAT WE DO
The Southern Pover t y Law Center is ded-
icated to fighting hate and bigotr y and to 
se eking justice for  the most vulnerable 

members of  our societ y.
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Sucides and Gay-Bashings

The Southern Pover t y Law Center is ded-
icated to fighting hate and bigotr y and to 
se eking justice for  the most vulnerable 

members of  our societ y.

SuicideS and Gay-baShinGS: More 
Violence for lGbT PeoPle 

The violence never seems 
to end. This past month 

has been downright horrifying, 
with at least five teenagers na-
tionwide committing suicide 
as a result of anti-gay bullying. 
There were also two attacks 
against gay victims in New 
York City communities normal-
ly considered LGBT-friendly.

A patron was gay-bashed in 
the restroom of Manhattan’s 

legendary Stonewall Inn in 
Greenwich Village – a site 
considered the very birth-
place of the gay-rights move-
ment – on October 3. Police 
say Matthew Francis, 21, and 
Christopher Orlando, 17, both 
of Staten Island, accosted 
Ben Carver, 34, in the rest-
room of the Stonewall about 
2:30 that morning. According 
to Carver’s account – which 
he posted on his blog – Fran-
cis asked him if he was gay. 
Thinking Francis was joking, 

Carver responded, “Where are 
you, buddy?” Francis answered 
by saying “In a gay bar. Don’t 
pee next to me, faggot.” The 
men then demanded money, but 
Carver refused. Francis subse-
quently punched Carver in the 
face and Orlando tackled him 
and pinned his arms, Carver 



said. Carver, however, fought 
back, freeing an arm and striking 
one attacker several times with his 
elbow. “It was a pretty intense fight,” 
Carver told the New York Post.

Francis and Orlando fled, but were 
pursued by bar employees and pa-
trons. The suspects were quickly 
caught by police and arrested.

EarliEr thE samE wEEkEnd, a group 
of gay mEn wErE confrontEd and 
assaultEd in thE nEarby chElsEa 
nEighborhood. six mEn allEgEdly 
confrontEd thE group using anti-
gay EpithEts, and onE – latEr idEnti-
fiEd as andrEw Jackson, 20 – al-
lEgEdly thrEw a trashcan into onE 
victim’s hEad. Jackson was arrEstEd; 
thE fivE suspEcts rEmain at largE.

thEsE incidEnts highlight a dis-
trEssing, on-going problEm of vio-
lEncE dirEctEd against thE lgbt 
community. to addrEss thE issuE, 
thE southErn povErty law cEntEr’s 
tEaching tolErancE program has 
Just rElEasEd a nEw film, bulliEd: a 
studEnt, a school and a casE that 
madE history, that highlights thE 
dEstructivE powEr and thE tragic 
consEquEncEs of anti-gay bullying.

thE irony of thE grEEnwich villagE 
attack was not lost on thE mEdia and 
thE blogosphErE. thE stonEwall inn 
bEcamE thE flashpoint for thE mod-
Ern gay rights movEmEnt on JunE 28, 
1969, whEn a policE raid triggErEd an 
uprising in an Era whEn gay mEn and 
womEn gEnErally stayEd dEEply clos-
EtEd. that night, stonEwall patrons 
fought with officErs and sEvEral days 

of dEmonstrations followEd, crEat-
ing thE impEtus for a nEw movEmEnt.

last wEEkEnd’s attacks camE at thE 
End of pEriod during which at lEast 
fivE tEEnagErs nationwidE commit-
tEd suicidE aftEr bEing bulliEd or 
tauntEd as bEing homosExual. two 
youths, 13-yEar-old sEth walsh of 
tEhachapi, calif., and 15-yEar-old 
billy lucas of grEEnsburg, ind., 
hangEd thEmsElvEs aftEr cruEl and 
rElEntlEss anti-gay harassmEnt. 
thirtEEn-yEar-old ashEr brown of 
houston fatally shot himsElf af-
tEr similar trEatmEnt. rutgErs uni-
vErsity studEnt tylEr clEmEnti, 18, 
lEapEd off thE gEorgE washington 
bridgE to his dEath aftEr his room-
matE allEgEdly postEd vidEo on thE 
intErnEt of him having sEx with an-
othEr man. and in providEncE, r.i., 
opEnly gay Johnson and walEs uni-





CHILD RIGHTS 

We’re working to ensure that vulnerable 
children in the Deep South have equal   op-
portunities to reach their full potential.



Many vulnerable chil-
dren across the Deep 
South are being de-

nied access to a quality pub-
lic education and the mental 
health services they need. At 
the same time, thousands are 
being pushed out of the class-
room and into the juvenile jus-
tice system because of disci-
pline policies that punish them 
severely for minor misbehavior.

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi and Louisiana all 
rank at or near the bottom of 
the country in terms of poverty, 
education, health care and 
other indicators of children’s 
well-being.

Children of color and those 
with disabilities or mental 
health conditions are the ones 
who are harmed the most by 
these failures — particularly as 
states slash funding for educa-
tion and social services.”

We must do better.

That’s why we’re working 
across the region – using 
litigation, grassroots organiz-
ing and advocacy – to ensure 
that every child has an equal 
opportunity. Currently, we’re 
focusing on three priorities:
•Stopping the “school-to-prison 
pipeline” 
 We’re working to eliminate ex-

clusionary policies – unneces-
sary suspensions, expulsions 
and school-based arrests of 
children – that cut short a 
child’s education and increase 
the likelihood of incarceration.
•Ensuring equal access to 
education
 We’re working to ensure 
educational equity for children 
in poverty and those with dis-
abilities – particularly as states 
transform the educational 
landscape by allowing charter 
schools and by shifting public 
resources to private schools.
•Ensuring access to mental 
health service
 We’re working to improve ac-
cess to effective, community-
based mental health services 
and to reduce the overreliance 
on institutionalized care that 
warehouses children without 
providing the services they 
need.

We’ve had many successes in 
recent years. In Mobile, Ala-
bama, for example, our law-
suit against the school district 
has resulted in a 75 percent 
reduction in school days lost 
to suspension. In New Or-
leans, we reached a landmark 
agreement to ensure that 
children with disabilities have 
access and proper services 
in the city’s system of charter 
schools. In Meridian, Missis-
sippi, our investigation sparked 

a Department of Justice law-
suit that stopped the routine 
arrest and jailing of children 
– disproportionately African 
American – for minor, noncrim-
inal school infractions.

Despite the progress, there 
is much work still – and we 
remain steadfast in our com-
mitment to ensuring equality, 
fairness and opportunity for all 
children.
l
our lawsuit against the school 
district has resulted in a 75 
percent reduction in school 
days lost to suspension. In 
New Orleans, we reached a 
landmark agreement to ensure 
that children with disabilities 
have access and proper ser-
vices in the city’s system of 
charter schools. In Meridian, 
Mississippi, our investiga-
tion sparked a Department of 
Justice lawsuit that stopped 
the routine arrest and jailing of 
children – disproportionately 
African American – for minor, 
noncriminal school infractions.

Despite the progress, there 
is much work still – and we 
remain steadfast in our com-
mitment to ensuring equality, 
fairness and opportunity for all 
children.



Immigrants perform some of the hardest , mOst dangerous jobs in our economy – for the least 
amount of pay. But they are routinely cheated out of their wages and denied basic protections 

in the workplace. In their communities, they are subjected to racial profiling and harassment by 
law enforce

ment – and frequently forced to prove themselves innocent of immigration violations, 
regardless of their legal status. And they are, increasingly, targeted for violent hate crimes. 

Po l i t ic ians  and media  f igures  have on ly  encouraged th is  env i ronment  by  spread-
ing  fa lse  propaganda  that  scape goat s  immigrant s  fo r  our  nat ion ’s  prob lems and 
f o m e nt s  re s e ntm e nt  a n d  ha te  a ga i ns t  t h e m.  T h is  d i s c r i m i nat i o n  a ga i ns t  i m m i -
grant s  –  pr imar i l y  tho se  f rom L at in  Amer ica  –  const i tu te s  a  c i v i l  r ight s  c r is is .  

The Southern  Pover t y  Law Center  is  work ing to  stop workplace  exp lo i tat ion  and 
other  human r ights  abuses  –  f i l ing  strateg ic  lawsui ts ,  expos ing c iv i l  r ights  v io la -
tions, educating the public and the media, and pressing the federal government to act .

Immigrants Justice







O u r  w o r k  o n  LG B T  i s s u e s  s p a n s 
decades – from an early  case chal-

lenging the  mi l i tar y ’s  ant i - gay  po l ic y, 
H o f f b u rg  v.  A l e x a n d e r,  to  t h e  m o n i -
tor ing  o f  ant i - gay  hate  and ex tremist 
groups today.  The SPLC is  dedicated to 
defending the r ights of  the LGBT com-
munity.  Our current work has a national 
reach but  is  pr imar i l y  focused on the 
Southeast  where relat ively few organi-
zations advocate for  this  community.

Ensur ing  safe  schools  is  a  par t icu lar 
concern.  The bul ly ing of  LGBT students 
is  a  severe ,  nat ionwide problem – one 
made more d i ff icu l t  by  the re luctance 
of  many school  distr icts to take strong 
steps to prevent i t .  Nearly nine out of  10 
LGBT students have experienced harass-
ment ,  a  sur vey by the Gay,  Lesbian and 
Stra ight  Educat ion  Ne t work  (GL SEN) 
found .  A lso ,  a  S ou thern  Pover t y  L aw 
Center analysis of  FBI  hate crime data 
found that  LGBT people  are  far  more 
l i ke l y  to  b e  v ic t ims  o f  a  v io lent  hate 
crime than any other minori ty  group in 
the United States .

The SPLC has  worked to  ensure  safe 
s c h o o l s  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s  –  i n c l u d -
ing  LG BT s tudent s  –  th rough  e duca-
tional  campaigns and legal  action.  Our 
Teaching  To lerance  program re leased 
the anti-bullying documentary Bull ied in 
2010.  The free documentar y and teach-
ing kit ,  designed for both classroom use 
and professional  development for  edu-
cators ,  te l ls  the stor y of  one student ’s 

landmark effor t  to stand up to his anti-
gay tormentors .

More than 50,000 copies of the f i lm have 
been d istr ibuted across  the countr y  – 
making Bul l ied the most successful  f i lm 
ever produced by Teaching Tolerance at 
that time and helping to raise awareness 
of  this serious issue facing LGBT youth. 

T h e  S o u t h e r n  Po v e r t y  L a w  C e n t e r 
has  a lso  taken legal  ac t ion to  protect 
LGBT students .  This includes l i t igation 
aga inst  school  po l ic y  that  creates  an 
atmosphere  host i le  to  LGBT students 
o r  o ther wis e  i s o late s  the s e  s tudent s 
for  harassment .  Ant i - gay  pol ic ies  and 
actions that infringe on the free expres-
sion and privacy rights of LGBT students 
are another focus of  this  work .  Outside 
the  c las sro om,  the  S ou thern  Pover t y 
L aw Center  focuses  on  the  t reatment 
o f  LG BT you th  in  juven i le  and  fo ster 
care faci l i t ies .Other effor ts focus on the 
r ights of  LGBT adults ,  including issues 
involving parenting rights and the treat-
ment of  LGBT seniors in nursing homes 
and other faci l i t ies .



O u r  Te a c h i n g  To l e r a n c e 

program is  work ing to  foster 

s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  t h a t 

a re  inc lus i ve  and  nur tu r ing 

–  c lassrooms where equal i t y 

and justice are not just taught , 

but  l ived.  The program points 

to  the fu ture ,  he lp ing teach-

ers prepare a new generat ion 

to  l i ve  in  a  d i ve rse  wor ld .

A s  o n e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s 

l e a d i n g  p r o v i d e r s  o f  a n t i -

b ias educat ion resources ,  we 

reach hundreds of  thousands 

o f  educators  and mi l l ions  o f 

s t u d e n t s  a n n u a l l y  t h r o u g h 

our  award-winn ing Teach ing 

To l e ra n c e  ma ga z i n e ,  mu l t i -

me d ia  teach ing  k i t s ,  on l ine 

curr icula,  professional  devel-

o p m e n t  r e s o u r c e s  l i k e  o u r 

Te a c h i n g  D i v e r s e  S tu d e n t s 

Ini t iat ive and spec ial  pro jects 

l i ke  Mix  I t  Up at  Lunch Day. 

These materia ls  are provided 

t o  e d u c a t o r s  a t  n o  c o s t .

Teaching Tolerance has pro-

duced award-winn ing  docu-

mentar y f i lms about the c iv i l 

r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t  a n d  t h e 

s t ru g g l e  f o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e , 

br inging histor y to l i fe  on the 

screen and teaching students 

that  they  can make a  d i f fe r-

ence in the world around them. 

Two o f  these  f i lms  –  Might y 

T imes :  The Chi ldren’s  March 

and A Time for  Just ice – have 

won Academy Awards in  the 

shor t documentary category.

Te a c h i n g  To l e ra n c e  m a g -

a z i n e  r e a c h e s  m o r e  t h a n 

4 0 0 ,0 0 0  e d u c a t o r s  a c r o s s 

the countr y.  Publ ished twice 

a  y e a r  a n d  p r o v i d e d  f r e e 

to  e ducato rs ,  the  magaz ine 

was  the  f i r s t  nat iona l  fo rum 

where  K-12  educators  cou ld 

e x c h a n g e  f r e s h  i d e a s  f o r 

t e a c h i n g  a b o u t  d i v e r s i t y.

T e a c h i n g  D i v e r s e 

S t u d e n t s  I n i t i a t i v e

T h e  Te a c h i n g  D i v e r s e 

Students  In i t iat ive ,  launched 

in  2009,  is  an onl ine  pro jec t 

d e s i g n e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e 

qua l i t y  o f  i ns t ruc t ion  e xp e -

r ienced by  rac ia l l y  and e th-

n i c a l l y  d i v e r s e  s t u d e n t s .  

D e v e l o p e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n 

with the  American Association 

o f  C o l l e g e s  f o r  Te a c h e r 

E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l 

Educat ion Assoc iat ion,  prom-

inent educat ion scholars and 

exper t teachers ,  i t  offers tools 

to help educators identi f y and 

a d d re s s  t h e i r  o wn  p e rc e p -

t ions and pract ices that  may 

inhibit the success of students 

o f  c o lo r  in  the  c las s ro om. 
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